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In short, Dick Tinto's friends feared that he had acted like the
animal called the sloth, which, having eaten up the last green leaf upon
the tree where it has established itself, ends by tumbling down from
the top, and dying of inanition.
*. . . but as for us, Caleb's excuses become longer as his diet turns
more spare, and I fear we shall realize the stories they tell of the sloth:
we have almost eaten up the last green leaf on the plant, and have
nothing left for it but to drop from, the tree and break our necks.*
61. 'also* as conjunction; and 'etc.'
Also is an adverb; the use of it as a conjunction is slovenly, if
not illiterate.
We are giving these explanations gently as friends, also patiently as
becomes neighbours.—Times.
''Special* is a much overworked word, it being used to mean great in
degree, also peculiar in kind.—R. G. white.
Mr. Sonnenschein's volume will show by parallel passages Shake-
speare's obligations to the ancients, also the obligations of modern
writers to Shakespeare.—Times.
The use of ©V., except in business communications and such
contexts, has often the same sort of illiterate effect. This is very
common, but one example must suffice.
There are others with faults of temper, &c., evident enough, beside
whom we live content, as if the air about them did us good.—c. bronte.
62. ANACOLUTHON
We can hardly conclude even so desultory a survey of gram-
matical misdemeanours as this has been without mentioning the
most notorious of all. The anacoluthon is a failure to follow on,
an unconscious departure from the grammatical scheme with
which a sentence was started, the getting switched off, imper-
ceptibly to the writer, very noticeably to his readers, from one
syntax track to another. There is little to be said on the matter.
The uneducated are likely to produce anacolutha if they attempt
sentences of any length, the educated if they will not read over
what they have written; both classes are represented in the
following extracts, in which our readers may like to test,
unaided, the noticeableness we have spoken of:
Another illustration of the manner in which changes of system

